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THE ROSARY

THE ROSARY
• What’s the big deal?
• What’s with the beads?
• Why so many times?
• Why Hail Marys and Our
Fathers?

THE ROSARY
“a certain form of prayer wherein we
say fifteen decades (or tens) of Hail
Marys with an Our Father between
each ten, while at each of these fifteen
decades we recall successively in pious
meditation one of the mysteries of our
Redemption.”
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THE ROSARY
• “a certain form of prayer wherein we say
• fifteen decades (or tens) of
• Hail Marys with an Our Father between
each ten, while at each of these fifteen
decades
• we recall successively in pious meditation
one of the mysteries of our Redemption.”
www.newadvent.org

ROSARIUS – Garland of Roses

THE ROSARY in tRADITION
• St. Dominic fights off the Albigensian
heresy in 1213
• Don John of Austria defeats the
Turkish fleet on the first Sunday of
October in 1571
• Prince Eugene defeats the Turks at
Peterwardein in Hungary in 1716
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THE ROSARY in TRADITION
•

St. Dominic fights off the Albigensian heresy in 1213

•

Don John of Austria defeats the Turkish fleet on the first Sunday of October in
1571

•

Prince Eugene defeats the Turks at Peterwardein in Hungary in 1716

• Pious Meditation on the events
proclaimed in the Gospels, praying
the Lord’s Prayer and asking for
Mary’s intercession are very good
things
• The Rosary is a very good way to do
those things

THE ROSARY
• What’s the big deal?
• What’s with the beads?
• Why so many times?
• Why Hail Marys and Our
Fathers?

We use counting tools all the time
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We’ve been using them for a while
The Countess Godiva
of Coventry left by will
to the statue of Our
Lady in a certain
monastery "the circlet
of precious stones
which she had
threaded on a cord in
order that by
fingering them one
after another she
might count her
prayers exactly"

We’re not the only ones who use them for
prayer
•
•
•

•

the Tasbih or
bead‐string,
consists of 33,
66, or 99 beads,
used for
counting
devotionally the
names of Allah,
has been in use
for many
centuries.

THE ROSARY
• What’s the big deal?
• What’s with the beads?
• Why so many times?
• Why Hail Marys and Our
Fathers?
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The Book of Psalms
• Liturgy of the Hours
– 4 weeks
• How many psalms?
• Monastic Orders –
pray 50 psalms for
deceased members
• How were psalms
prayed before
printing presses?

The Mysteries

The Mysteries
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The Mysteries

THE ROSARY
• What’s the big deal?
• What’s with the beads?
• Why so many times?
• Why Our Fathers and Hail
Marys?

The Our Father – Pater Noster
He was praying in a certain place,
and when he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray just as John
taught his disciples.” He said to
them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come. Give us each
day our daily bread and forgive us
our sins for we ourselves forgive
everyone in debt to us, and do
not subject us to the final test.”
Luke 11:1‐4

This is how you are to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and do not subject us to the
final test, but deliver us from the evil
one.
Matthew 6:9‐13
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The Our Father – Pater Noster
He was praying in a certain place,
and when he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray just as John
taught his disciples.” He said to
them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come. Give us each
day our daily bread and forgive us
our sins for we ourselves forgive
everyone in debt to us, and do
not subject us to the final test.”
Luke 11:1‐4

This is how you are to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and do not subject us to the
final test, but deliver us from the evil
one.
Matthew 6:9‐13

The Hail Mary – Ave Maria
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” Luke 1:26‐28
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most
blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”
Luke 1:41‐42
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
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The Hail Mary
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most
blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to
me?” Luke 1:41‐43
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Mary in the Gospels

• Mark
• John
• Matthew
• Luke

Mary in the Gospels

•Mark
• John
• Matthew
• Luke

• She stood outside the
synagogue with Jesus’
siblings asking for him
3:31‐35
• Her name was Mary
and she was well known
to people in Nazareth
6:1‐6
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Mary in the Gospels
• Mark

•John
• Matthew
• Luke

• She goaded him into
performing the first of
his signs 2:1‐5
• She travelled with him,
at least at the start of
his ministry 2:11‐12
• She was the wife of
Joseph 6:42
• She was at the foot of
the cross 19:25‐27

Mary in the Gospels
• Mark
• John

•Matthew
• Luke

• Named Mary, Wife of
Joseph 1:16
• Became pregnant out of
wedlock 1:18
• Lived in a house in
Bethlehem 2:11
• Fled to Egypt, returned
to Nazareth 2:15‐23

You have found favor with God. You will conceive
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Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to
your word.

Blessed are you who believed …

Mary kept all these things, reflecting on
them in her heart
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and you yourself a sword will pierce …

Why were you looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father’s house?

Who are my mother and my brothers? whoever does
the will of God is my brother and sister and mother
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Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.”

All these devoted themselves with one accord to
prayer, together with some women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus

The rest of the Rosary
•
•

Apostles Creed
Glory Be ‐

•

Fatima Prayer –

•

Hail Holy Queen –

– Glory be to the Father to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
– Oh my Jesus, forgive our sins and save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to heaven,
especially those most in need of thy mercy.
– Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope! To thee do we cry,
poor banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in
this valley of tears! Turn, then, O most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us,
and after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O
loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
•
•

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

– O God, whose only‐begotten Son, by His life, death and resurrection, has purchased for us
the rewards of eternal life, grant, we beseech Thee, that meditating on these mysteries of
the most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain, and
obtain what they promise, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Can you pray and meditate at the
same time?
• Meditation vs
Recitation
• Use helpers –
Beads, Prayers,
Podcast
• Do what works for
you – this is a
private devotion

THE ROSARY
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